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CHAPTER 19

EVEREST’S 
MYSTERY

The first 
time the 
British 
Empire  
 sent 
out an 

expedition 
with the 
aim of 

setting 
foot on 

Everest’s 
highest 
peak was 
in 1921.

They never 
succeeded 
in reaching 
the summit, 
but among 
the team 
members 

was 35-year-
old George 

Mallory.







in 1922 
there was 
a second 
expedition 

to 
Everest…

…led by 
Brigadier-
General C. 
G. Bruce, 

one of the 
Empire’s 
heroes.

The 
36-year-

old 
Mallory 
was a 

member 
of this 

expedition 
as well.

At an 
elevation 
of around 

5400 
meters, 

the oxygen 
content in 
the air is 
half what 
it is at sea 

level.

 
As with the 
previous 
attempt, 

they 
entered 

Tibet from 
india and 

the edge of 
Rongbuk 
Glacier 
became 

their base 
camp.



huhh

huhh

huhh

in the 
first 

attack 
they 

reached 
8225 

meters.

With the 
next 

attack 
they 

reached 
8326 

meters.

This 
was the 

first time 
mankind 
had ever 

expe-
rienced 

this 
altitude.

However, 
this team 

also 
returned 

to 
England 
without 

ever 
having 

reached 
the 

summit.



At the end 
of March 
they left 

Darjeeling in 
india in two 
parties and,
 via Tibet,...

...arrived 
at the base 
camp at the 

edge of 
Rongbuk 
Glacier in 
late April, 
then waited
 a month.

Beset 
numerous 

times by bad 
weather, 
they fell 

far behind 
in setting 
up their 
camps.

Then, in 
February 
1924, the 

third 
British 

expeditionary 
team began 
arriving in 
the region.



How-
ever, 
the 

climb 
was 

extre-
mely 

harsh.

Besides the 
struggle 

against the 
wind and 
altitude 

there was the 
snow-patched 
rock at their 
feet, and the 
slope which 
averaged 45 

degrees.

June 
4.

haah

haah

*haah*

*haah*

Come 
June, they 

were finally 
successful 

in establishing 
Camps 5 and 6.

Norton and 
Summerville 
of the First 
Attack Team 
aimed for 

the summit.



koff

koff

hnn

hnn

...making 
breathing 
hard too.

Everest’s 
dry, 

cold air 
assaulted 

the mucous 
membranes 

in their 
throats...

At the 8356 
meters point, 
Norton and 
Summerville 

had exhausted 
their physical 

endurance.

They 
abandoned 
the summit 

attack.

They were 
already 
short 

on food 
supplies 

and 
Sherpa 

support...

…and 
most of 
all, time 

was 
running 
out on 
them.

Monsoon 
season 
was now 
imminent.



Other team 
members also 

succumbed 
to the work 

at high 
altitudes.

Now, sure 
enough, your 

attempt on the 
summit without 

oxygen has 
failed.

...there is
 the argument 

that using 
oxygen would 
be an unfair 
advantage.

But...

…I’ve come 
to realize 

that we cannot 
do without it 
in this summit 

attack.

First of 
all, think 
about how 

robust 
Bruce was.

Yet, setting 
up the camps 

without oxygen 
damaged his 

heart.

...felt some 
ambivalence 
about using 

oxygen before 
now, but...

I 
have...

Mallory, 
who had 

been 
selected 
for the 

2nd attack 
team, made 
a decision.

Camp 4, 
that 
same 
day.



I 
under-
stand 
that.

Until now, 
that fact 
had been 
inhibiting 

this 
decision. 

But there 
is a limit 
to human 
altitude 

acclimatization.

The maximum 
altitude without 
oxygen may be
 7000 meters.

Even 
if it is 

“unfair”,...

...without the 
use of an oxygen 

system, the summit 
of Everest cannot 

be reached.

I’m going to 
climb the summit 
attack carrying 
oxygen tanks. 
I would like to 
nominate irvine 
as my partner.

I’ve come 
to a clear 
realization 

in this 
my third 

expedition.

That being
 so, don’t you 

think we 
should be 

using 
oxygen?

irvine?

Not 
Odell?



irvine’s still 
young and 

inexperienced.
I don’t 

think that’s 
a very wise 
decision.

However, 
he has the 

constitution. 
Physically 

and mentally, 
I think he’s 

ideal.
Most  

importantly, 
irvine is an 
expert with 
the oxygen 
apparatus.

He’s gifted 
for quick 

adjustments 
and 

maintenance 
of it.

...compared 
to Odell 
he’s far 

more
 inexperienced.

Certainly
...

...

I 
want to fully 
prioritize this 
technology 
and talent.

Finally 
Norton 

concurred 
with his 

decision.

He was 
in awe of 

Mallory as 
a man of 

indomitable 
resolve.

As long
 as there was 

a hope, he 
would not 

accept defeat. 
With such 
force of 
will and 

psychological 
strength 

they could 
succeed.



Mallory.

Please 
don’t 

forget the 
pocket 
camera.

Ah! 
Odell! 
Sorry. 

Be sure 
to take 

a picture 
from the 
summit 
for me.

Leave 
it to 
me.

Sure.
We’re 

counting 
on your 
back-up.

I 
will.

 
June 6, 

8:40 AM. 
Elevation 

7066 
meters.



Carrying food 
supplies and 
oxygen tanks, 
Mallory and 
irvine headed 
for Camp 5 
along with 

eight porters.

Pray 
for their 
success.

The 
next 
day.

A letter 
from Mallory 

reached Camp 4 
via porters who 
had descended 
from Camp 5.

“No wind at 
Camp 5. Things 
are promising.”



June 7. 
Mallory 

and irvine 
headed 

for Camp 6 
along with 

four 
porters.

At the 
same time, 

Odell 
and two 
porters 

headed for 
Camp 5.

Odell was 
prepped 
to give 

support to 
the summit 
attack team 
if required 

as they 
descended.

haah

haah

haah

Was he 
acclimatizing 

quickly to the 
altitude? 

He had felt 
the oxygen 

apparatus, which 
was still in its 
experimental 

stages, was not 
very effective 

for him 
personally.

Odell 
climbed 
without 
oxygen.



if this 
weather 
keeps 
up...

...tomorrow 
will be 

perfect.

irvine.

Could you 
please inspect 

the oxygen 
equipment?

I will 
climb it, 
I’m sure.

Onto 
it. 

…leaving 
just 

Mallory 
and irvine 
behind.

Their 
four 

porters 
descended 

to Camp 
5 soon 
after...

Soon after, 
Mallory and

 irvine arrived 
at the highest 

camp - C6. 

Elevation 
8230 

meters.



Camp 
5.

Odell 
received 

two notes 
from 

Mallory 
brought 
down by 

porters.

One was 
addressed 

to the 
photo-

grapher 
Captain 

John Noel 
who was

 in Camp 3.

This memo 
stated that 
they would 
be starting 

out early and 
that, by 8am 

they would be 
either under 
the Pyramid 
or going up 

Skyline. 

The 
second 

letter was 
addressed 
to Odell.

Be sure 
of getting 
back to IV 
tomorrow
in time to 
evacuate 
before 

dark as I 
hope to.

…we’ll 
probably go 

on two 
cylinders - 
but it’s a 
bloody 

load for 
climbing.

Perfect 
weather 

for the job.
  

Yours ever,
  

G. Mallory



All 
right.

Next 
photograph 
will be from 
the summit.

Something 
no one’s 
ever seen 
before!!!

The 
first 
in the 

world!

kshuk

6:10 
AM.

June 8. 
Clear.



Mallory 
and irvine 

set 
out for 

Everest’s 
summit.

hshh

hshh

The oxygen tanks 
weighed fourteen 

kilos each. 

Carrying two of 
those and their 

breathing apparatus, 
they could only take a 
little light equipment 

in addition.

At 600m 
below the 
peak there 
are some 
difficult 

obstacles.

First 
is the 
Yellow 
Band.



Next is 
a hard, 
vertical 

rock wall 
of about 

30 meters 
- the First 

Step.

They 
climbed 
slowly 

and 
care-
fully.

irvine 
was 

lagging.

hshh

hshh

…covered 
in rock 
debris 
that 

crumbles 
easily. 

This is a 
series 

of steep 
limestone 
monoliths

…



Even 
at this 

altitude, 
Mallory’s 

conscious-
ness was 
sharp. 

hshh

hshh

The 
energy 

he gained 
from the 
oxygen 

was more 
effective 
than he’d 
imagined.

After 
losing 

time on the 
First Step, 
they came 

out onto the 
exposed 

ridge route 
later than 
planned.

hshh

hshh

11:10 
am.



Then 
the two men 
saw before 
them their 
greatest 
obstacle - 
the sheer, 
vertical 
Second 
Step.



11:40 am
  

Mallory 
and irvine 

began 
work 

on the 
Second 
Step.

However, 
scaling this 
rock wall 

demanded a 
considerably 
higher level 
of climbing 
technique.

hshh

hshh



That’s 
it. Right 
there!

hshh

hshh

haah

haah

Use the 
foothold 
on your 
right to 
support 

your body.

They 
were 
far 

behind 
schedule.

For 
irvine, 

who had 
little 

climbing 
experience, 

it was a 
brutal 

struggle.

Mallory 
took 

lead and 
carefully 
worked 
out the 
route 
as he 

climbed.

He 
scaled a 
narrow 
groove 
between 
the rock 
wall and 
a round 

rock 
surface.

Around 
the middle 

of the 
Second 

Step, they 
came onto 

a field 
of snow.



There 
wasn’t 
much 

oxygen 
left.

haah

haah

We’re 
just a 
hair’s 

breadth 
away now.

it seems like 
we’ll be able 
to reach the 

summit and then 
return to the 

camp while
 it’s still 

light.

hff

hff

if we can 
just get 
over this 

wall... 

...the 
summit’s 

just
 beyond 

it.

Onwards and 
upwards... 

the two men 
climbed 
towards 
the blue.



Meanwhile, 
at 7900 

meters...

…Odell 
had left 
Camp 5

 and was 
headed 

for 
Camp 6.

12:15

Aah...!

it’s 
possible...

... they may 
be starting 
on the Final 

Pyramid right 
about now.



is 
that...

...and 
irvine?

...
Mallory

...

But, 
they must 
be behind 
schedule.

it’s 
12:50 
now…

…and there’s 
still another 
200 meters to 

the summit.
it had 

only been 
for an 
instant, 

but Odell 
had seen 

their 
figures 
heading 
further 
up the 

mountain.



even
if they can 
start their 

descent while 
it’s still 
light...

...they’ll 
need to 

overnight
 at Camp 6.

...it’s going 
to take them at 
least another 
three hours 
to reach the 

summit.

At that 
pace...

Odell 
climbed 
to ready 
Camp 6 

for when 
the two 

men would 
need to 
use it.

in the next 
moment, 

Mallory and 
irvine 

disappeared 
into a place 
higher than 

anywhere 
else on this 

Earth.

That was 
the last time 
the two men 
were seen by 
human eyes.



When he 
reached 
the camp, 
there was 
a snow-
storm 

blowing 
on the 

mountain.

Odell 
took 

shelter 
in the tent 
to avoid 

the 
blizzard.

fhh!

inside he 
found food 

waste, 
clothing and 
fixtures from 

the oxygen 
apparatus 
scattered 

about.

4:40 
pm.

Odell 
cleaned 
up the 

disorderly 
tent and 

waited for 
the two men 
to return.

Perhaps 
it’s still 

too early...

...for 
them to 
be back.



…in 
Camp 
4...

...Odell 
and Norton 
watched all 
night for 

signs of any 
movement 
from the 
two men.

But 
they saw 
nothing. 

That 
night

...

...Odell 
left 

behind 
Mallory’s 
compass 
and some 

food 
supplies 

and 
returned 
to Camp 4.

As 
Mallory’s 

note 
of the 

previous 
day had 

instructed
...

Should I 
return to 

Camp 4 
while it’s 

still light?



The 
next 
day...

…they 
watched 
Camps 
5 and 6 

through 
binoculars

...
...but 

they were 
unable to 

confirm any 
signs of 

movement, 
let alone 
the men 

themselves.

Noon.

Shouldn’t 
the two of 
them have 

arrived back 
at the camp 
ages ago 

now?

it’s 
strange.

What 
could have 
happened?

Some-
thing...…must 

have 
happened.

indeed.
it 

troubles 
me that 

Mallory, of 
all people, 
hasn’t sent 
any sort of 

signal.



4:20 pm. 
He arrived 
at Camp 5.

But inside
 the tent, 

it was 
completely 
untouched, 

just as Odell 
had left it 
two days 
earlier.

But Odell still 
believed that 
the two were 

probably taking 
refuge in one of 
the two camps.

...that they 
were late 

descending and 
set up a 

bivouac in the 
shadows of 

some rocks?

Could 
it be...

hahh

hahh

Odell
 urged 
on two 

unwilling 
porters 

and headed 
back up.



The next 
morning

...

...the 
porters 

were 
against 

going any 
further, 

so he 
sent them 

back...
...and 
Odell 

headed 
for Camp 
6 on his 

own.

hahh

hahh

hahh

But
...

...what 
Odell 

found at 
Camp 6...

... was an 
unoccupied 

tent with 
the poles 
wrung out 
by strong 

winds.



Standing dead 
still in that place, 
the only thing that 

rang in Odell’s ears 
was the roar of 
the strong wind 

striking the 
emotionless wall.

After 
that, Odell 
followed 
the route 
they had 

taken for 
about two 

hours, 
climbing 
through 
the snow 

storm, but 
he found 
nothing.

irviiine!!

Malloryyy!!

Nothing was 
ever heard 

from Mallory 
or irvine on 
this world 

again.



“in the end, 
did Mallory and 
irvine set foot 
on the summit 
of Everest?” 



Nine 
years 

later......in 1933, 
a clue was 
discovered 
as to their 

disappearance. 

For a 
fourth time, 
the British 
Empire was 
going to 
attempt 

the world’s 
highest peak.

in this year 
a Fourth 
Everest 
team was 
formed.

However, 
this 

expedition 
also ended 
in failure.



This time, 
the final 

camp C6 was 
established 

at an altitude 
of 8350 
meters, 

120 meters 
higher than 
the previous 
expedition’s.

May 
30.

Departing 
on the 
first 

attack 
were 

Harris and 
Wager.

One hour 
after 

leaving 
Camp 6...

hff

hff

hff



Later, it was 
confirmed 
that it had 
belonged 
to irvine. 

But 
this axe 
created 
a riddle.

Did irvine 
drop this 
while they 

were climbing 
up, or while 
they were

 descending?

Or 
irvine’s?

...is it 
Mallory’s

...?

So 
then...

This
 must have 

belonged to 
the previous 

team!

What is 
that--?!

it’s--!

Just 
before 

the First 
Step they 

discovered 
a single ice 

axe.’

Aah...!

...?!

What--?



But, if 
Odell’s 

testimony 
that he had 

seen the 
two men on 
the second 

step was 
certain,...

…then it 
would be 

natural to 
assume they 

had been 
descending.

With the 
news of the 
discovery of 
this axe, many 
conjectures 

and 
hypotheses 
emerged in 

the mountain-
eering world.

it was 
thought 

that some 
accident 

had occurred 
at the 

place it was 
discovered. 

That this accident 
probably happened
 while they were on 

the way down.

and it was 
theorized that 

the bodies not being 
there was because 
the men had fallen 
from that point.

The reason 
being one 
would not 
suppose 

they would 
proceed 

ahead 
without 
the axe.



Mallory or
 irvine... 
one of 

them had 
lost their 
footing, 
slipped, 

and 
plummeted. 

Had it 
been only 

irvine 
that died 

here, 
or only 
Mallory?

Or had 
the two 
of them 
fallen 

with their 
rope still 
tying them 
together?The 

only 
thing 
they’d 
left 

behind 
them was 
irvine’s 

axe.

in any case, 
it was thought 

natural to 
assume that 
the accident 
had happened 

while they were 
descending.

And yet, 
as ever, a 

giant mystery 
remained. 

Had the two 
men started 

their descent 
after having 
set foot on 

the summit, or 
before they 
reached it?

Even the 
discovery 
of the axe 

did not 
answer this 
question.

Third Step

Second Step

First Step

ice axe discovered. 
1933

Odell 
witnessed 

them in 1924

Camp 
6 in 
1924



in the 
end......Britain sent 

the fifth, sixth, 
and seventh 

expeditionary 
teams, over a 

period of 
seventeen years 
between 1921 and 
1938, every one 

returning in 
failure.

And 
then,...

...after the 
Second World 
War, the first 

step was
 finally taken 
on the summit 
of Everest.

in 
fact, it was 
thirty-two 

years after 
the first 

expedition, 
on May 29, 

1953.



So,
Hillary of 
the British 
team, and 

the Sherpa 
Tenzing walked 
with Everest’s 
summit beneath 

their feet.

They 
climbed to 
the summit 
using a new 
route on 
Everest’s 

south-east 
ridge.

They went 
via Nepal to 
the South 
Col over 

the Khumbu 
Glacier.

hshh

hshh



But the 
mystery 

remained.

Odell, 
the last man 
to see them 

alive, was one 
of them.

Many 
people 

believed 
that 

Mallory and 
irvine had 
stood on 
Everest’s 
summit in 

1924.

“Was the summit 
conquered on that 

expedition?”

There 
was only 

one way to 
answer 

that 
question.

During his 1924 
summit attack, 
Mallory was 
carrying a 

strut folding 
camera he’d 

borrowed from 
fellow team 

member, 
Summerville.



if Mallory 
had reached the 
summit, then it 

was an absolute 
certainty that 
he would have 
taken photos 

from it with this 
camera...

This 
camera took 

Brownie 
film and 
had just 
gone on 

the market 
at the time. 
it was state-
of-the-art.

A “Vest 
Pocket 

Autographic 
Kodak 

Special.”

…and Kodak were 
sure that, if the film 
was still inside the 
apparatus, it could 
still be developed - 

even more than 
fifty years later.
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